What’s it Really All About Anyway?

Discipleship Group Questions for July 18, 2004

Suffering is very much a part of our pilgrimage.  Consider these verses:

1 Timothy 4:10 says, "For this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, Who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe." 

Romans 8:18 says, "I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us" (Read the rest of Romans Chapter 8 also. It is so beautiful and relevant.) 

2 Corinthians 1:5-7 says, "For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comforter overflows. If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort." (Read verses 3-11 which are also wonderful.) 

Philippians 3:10-11 reads, "I want you to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead." Please also read Hebrews 2:10-18 and then Hebrews 5:8-10, Revelation 2:10, 1 Peter 4:1-2 & 13. 

Here is 1 Peter 5:10: "And the God of all grace Who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast." Glory to God. He will complete what He started. Amen.
Questions for individual reflection and or group discussion:

1. What is Church really all about?

2. What makes a Christians immensely attractive to the world?

3. If you are a Christian please explain in your own words to the group what it feels like to have Christ alive within you.

4. Reflect and or discuss God and satan’s master plan to draw us to them?

5. What is the biggest challenge for living the Christian life.

6. On the question of “suffering” – please read again the scripture verses addressing this subject and discuss the following question:  Does it bother you that suffering is still very much a part of the Christian’s life?  Why – why not?

7. Are you willing to suffer for the establishment of the Kingdom of Christ?  How?

