What’s it Really All About Anyway?

Sermon from July 18, 2004

1.  Wow!  It’s great to be back with y’all!  It really is!  We missed each and every one of you very much!  Let’s bow our heads and invite our sovereign Lord to reveal to us whatever He wants to say to us this morning shall we?  

2.  Let’s Pray.  O Lord, may the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing to You O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer.  Amen.

3.  Opening Comments:  Absence truly makes the heart grow fonder.  As we vacationed we wished to have y’all with us to share the joy we were having.  

Vacations are so important for many reasons but especially for giving us fresh perspectives.  Sometimes, if we let God, He can use them to “renew and refresh” us.

I believe that that’s what has happened to me and to Randi.  Don’t worry, I haven’t changed too much but I sense a “roomy freedom” creeping into my soul.  

We have been very very busy launching TCC – with all that that entails and it’s so very easy to lose some perspective in the hustle and bustle of launching a Church.  I believe that our Lord has used this time away to refresh me and remind me once again what this is all about.
a) Fundamentally what’s the Church – what’s all of this really all about? 

It’s God’s body on earth headed up by Jesus Christ and empowered by His Holy Spirit.  In more simple terms – it’s Christ’s community of faith and of love.  If it’s not this then it’s not Church.

b) Why do people come to church?  Because they hear eternal truth being spoken and love being given.  They feel loved and empowered by THE God of this universe.

c) Now what is it that Christians have that non-Christians don’t?  

What is it that enables us to overcome the world and live lives of love together?

Ah!  It can all be summed up in two words - “Jesus Christ.”

What is it that keeps all other people to some extent or another chained to the world of now?  One word – “Satan.”

Satan’s master plan is to keep us focused on the here and now – this is where is all happens!  It’s all about getting all that you can get here and now!  This is it!

But God’s master plan is to open they eyes of our faith to His reality and the reality of being with Him forever!   So it’s about being “with” Him “forever.”

And as He grows strong within us our hope for Glory grows strong and who wouldn’t be happy with the certainty of an eternity of glory with our Lord before them?

On our cruise I saw very few desperately unhappy people – why?  Because they had the reality of 7 days of real pleasure before them.  Now I must admit that as the cruise began to come to an end – I did see some depression setting in – ha!  The good news for us though is that the cruise of eternity never ends but moves from glory to glory!  Ha!  For Christians then the future looks very very attractive.  

O, we have our trials – times when things just seem to go terribly wrong and it’s at times like this that it’s very easy to fall captive to Satan’s master strategy of convincing us that this is all that there is and there is no joy – no glory awaiting us – ever!  We forget so so easily about God and all that He has done for us!  We’re terribly forgetful people and this is why we have the great gift of the Holy Spirit to remind us of our Lord and the legacy we have in Glory with Him!  

It’s this reality of Christ in us – our hope of glory!  that we’re going to reflect upon this morning.  It’s the defining quality of all true Christians and it’s what will make us a great Church in Rochester.  

O how easily we forget about this – and so this morning our Lord wants to remind us of who we are and what we have and in so doing to stir us to new levels of desire and effort to bring heaven to earth more and more!

3. Focusing on Scripture:  Please turn with me to the New Testament book of Colossians chapter 1 verses 24 – 29.  Please listen once again as it is read.
Col. 1:24 Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.  

Now we need to stop here just for a moment – suffering is an inseparable part of our Christian pilgrimage and we need to reflect on this just for a moment.  

What Paul is saying here is that he, as he is witnessing to the reality of Christ alive and well and with Him right there and then, he was being terribly persecuted – this suffering is all part of the suffering of Christ’s – and so Paul is proud to add his portion to that of our Lord’s to the end that the Kingdom will come more and more completely!  There is a finite amount of suffering that has to occur to overcome Satan and fully establish the Kingdom of God and Paul is saying here that he is blessed to add his portion to this finite amount!

Suffering is very much a part of our pilgrimage.  Listen to these verses:

1 Timothy 4:10 says, "For this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, Who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe." 

Romans 8:18 says, "I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us" (Read the rest of Romans Chapter 8 also. It is so beautiful and relevant.) 

2 Corinthians 1:5-7 says, "For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comforter overflows. If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort." (Read verses 3-11 which are also wonderful.) 

Philippians 3:10-11 reads, "I want you to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead." Please also read Hebrews 2:10-18 and then Hebrews 5:8-10, Revelation 2:10, 1 Peter 4:1-2 & 13. 

Here is 1 Peter 5:10: "And the God of all grace Who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast." Glory to God. He will complete what He started. Amen.
Let me read then the opening verse in Colossians 1:

Col. 1:24 Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.  Now please note what all of this suffering is for – “for the sake of His body – which is the church!”  Wow – how many of us literally suffer for the upbuilding of the Church of Jesus Christ!  How much have you and I suffered this last week for the Body of Jesus Christ – His Church here on earth?

Reading on – verse 25: I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness —  26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints.  27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.  29 To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.
What is the glorious mystery that so excited Paul?  - “Christ in you, with you, by you – the hope of glory!”

The Message puts it this way:  “The mystery in a nutshell is just this: Christ is in you, therefore you can look forward to sharing in God’s glory. It’s that simple. That’s the substance of our Message.”
Can you hear what you’re being reminded of right now?   Christ – the Son of God!  Is in you right and because of this you can to look forward with confidence to a place which is glorious – it’s literally heavenly!

Let me ask you a question – How would you like to know that you had just inherited a beautiful multi-million dollar estate on the island of St. Thomas overlooking a glorious white beach with shady palm trees.  It’s a place where the sun is always warm and the breeze is always refreshing.  No sharks and no toil or trials – just rest and to top it all off our Lord will be there to meet with you and be there with you – f o r e v e r!!!!!

You see that’s what was so exciting to Paul!  The presence of Christ in Him was the security of that promised reward that he was so confidently looking forward to!
Have you ever experienced that confidence? That absolute certainty that this is what is awaiting you?

You see, it’s that certain reality that will give you a whole new zest for life.

It’s the foundational certainty of a life of real joy – because no matter what happens this is what most certainly is waiting for you!
Can you and I grasp this fully and live in it day by day until we receive it?  

Can  you and I hold on to that absolute promise from the One who lives in us to constantly remind us of it and to enable us to live lives worthy of His presence in us!

That’s what being a Christian is all about and that’s what we celebrate in our daily lives and that’s what we come together every Sunday to celebrate most profoundly as we listen to His Holy Word and then come to His table and eat of Him.  Yes, the Eucharist is the substantial reminder of His reality IN US!

It’s not just a wistful hope but a substantial reality that is most profoundly ours as we take Him substantially into us in the Eucharist! 

You see the hope is “substantialized” in the Eucharist – that’s why this sacrament is so absolutely central to us!  It’s God’s way of touching us and reminding us of His REALITY!

Listen now to the last 2 verses – this is what you and I are to do in light of this sublime reality!

28 We announce, declare and preach him, admonishing – reminding - and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. – What does it mean to “present everyone perfect in Christ?”  Ah!  This is what becoming more and more Christ-like is all about!  As we remember who we are and what we have coming in Glory we become more and more complete – more and more mature – more and more Christlike!  And it is to this end that we work – but are we working in our own power and energy?  No!  The great and awesome truth is that we, who are filled with Christ – work or struggle “with all of His energy – the energy of heaven!

But the challenge for us is simple – it’s to remember – this is the real struggle of the Christian!

Never forget that Satan’s strategy is to have you and me forget all of this and think that “this is all there is!”

It’s a lie – but O how easily we forget!!!

Our community will be loving and wholesome and blossoming to the extent that we live in the certain knowledge that Christ is in us and in our midst wishing to bind us together and fill us with His love and His joy.  May this come true in our lives and in our TCC community.  Amen and Amen!

Let’s pray: . . . 

