Rags! Rags!  New Rags for Old!

Discipleship Group Questions for August 22, 2004

Luke 13:22- 30 (NIV) Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.  23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.  25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ 

 “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ 26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evil doers!’ 28  “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out.  29 People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.  30 Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.”

Luke 13:22 – 30 (The Message) He went on teaching from town to village, village to town, but keeping on a steady course toward Jerusalem. 23 A bystander said, “Master, will only a few be saved?” He said, 24 “Whether few or many is none of your business. Put your mind on your life with God. The way to life—to God!—is vigorous and requires your total attention. A lot of you are going to assume that you’ll sit down to God’s salvation banquet just because you’ve been hanging around the neighborhood all your lives.  25 Well, one day you’re going to be banging on the door, wanting to get in, but you’ll find the door locked and the Master saying, ‘Sorry, you’re not on my guest list.’ 26 “You’ll protest, ‘But we’ve known you all our lives!’ 27 only to be interrupted with his abrupt, ‘Your kind of knowing can hardly be called knowing. You don’t know the first thing about me.’ 

Luke 13:28 “That’s when you’ll find yourselves out in the cold, strangers to grace. You’ll watch Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets march into God’s kingdom. 29 You’ll watch outsiders stream in from east, west, north, and south and sit down at the table of God’s kingdom. And all the time you’ll be outside looking in—and wondering what happened.  30 This is the Great Reversal: the last in line put at the head of the line, and the so-called first ending up last.

RAGMAN 

by Walter Wangerin
Please read the text from chapter 1 of Ragman by going to: 
http://www.harperacademic.com/catalog/excerpt_xml.asp?isbn=0060526149
Questions for Reflection:

1. Luke 13:24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.

The verb “strive” in verse 24 or as “The Message” puts it – “The way to life—to God!—is vigorous and requires your total attention,” is aÓgwni÷zomai (agnoidzomai) and it means “to engage in intense struggle, involving physical or nonphysical force against strong opposition — ‘to struggle, to fight.’ - to strive to do something with great intensity and effort — ‘to make every effort, to do everything possible, to strain oneself to ‘make every effort to enter through the narrow door.’  


Let me ask us a very hard question – “How many of us are ‘straining ourselves’ to enter the narrow door of the Kingdom of God?”

2. Please reflect on this quote from George Arthur Buttrick: “We may peer into God’s future, but we can’t see; it’s a spacious and luxurious land of banqueting halls and shaded gardens, but the entrance gate is narrow:  a man may not enter except by the struggle of self-denial.”
3. Please reflect together upon the following Scripture verses: John 10:9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture.

Matt. 22:14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

4. Are you carrying any excess “baggage?”  Please read the “Ragman” out loud and then reflect together upon this story in light of the question – “Are you carrying any excess baggage?”

5. May I suggest you close in silent prayer inviting the The Ragman, the Ragman the Lord to take your filthy rags and give you new ones so that you can stand beside Him with real joy.  Amen and Amen!
