Hearing the Voice of God
A “Wednesday Night Alive” teaching
We want to thank all that came out during this last round of “WNA”.  Going through this together has been a blessing for us and we appreciate the support and encouraging words from many of you.  Thank you and may we all hear God’s voice and respond to Him!
As we got closer to the first class, we felt that we had so much information gathered, but nothing seemed to be in any order, mild panic set in, so we turned to the Lord and gave it all to Him.  We prayed, “Lord, what do you really want them to know, give us Your heart, oh Lord”.  Chase was journaling at this point and this is what she wrote down:
“I love my people and I want to show them my love.  I desire to arouse them to my presence.  They fret over what they do not need to fret over.  Please stir within them an awakening of me.  I speak in many ways each day to them.  I am not limited by what I can do.  Your natural bodies can perceive me in many ways.  I made you that way to enjoy me.  Awaken my child; I am calling to you today.  I desire to breathe on you and bless you.  Come forth into my presence and be alert”.

I think what really grabbed us for the purpose of this class was to ‘awaken us to His presence and voice’.  

We looked at a few examples in the Old and New Testaments of how God spoke and in the ways that He spoke to many people.  When Adam and Eve were in the Garden, the Almighty God walked and talked with them.  Adam knew the sound of God and His voice (Genesis chapters 2-3).  We also looked at 1 Samuel 3 and 1 Kings 19:11 as some other examples.
Remember 1 Corinthians 3:16, “Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”  Christ by His Spirit dwells in all true believers.  Because He is always present in a believer, He can speak to us clearly and at any time!

The ways God speaks to us are many and here are just a few with some Scripture references attached to particular ways.  Probably the most common way is the “Still Small Voice”, a whisper from deep inside, as a still small voice.  This voice will often warn us about a potential problem or disaster.  It also provides encouragement and guidance.  
Other ways the Lord can speak to us:


-Word of Knowledge, Wisdom, and Discernment (gifts of the Holy Spirit)



(1 Corinthians chapter 12)


-Audible Voice (Saul’s conversion) and Paul before the Sanhedrin



(Acts 9:3-7) and (Acts 23:11)


-Visions (The stoning of Stephen); Cornelius and Peter; and Paul in Corinth



(Acts 7:54-60), (Acts 10:1-8), and (Acts 18:9-11)


-Through Holy Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16-17) and (Acts 15:16)
We see that God has spoken in the past and He speaks to us now, but sometimes we don’t hear Him, so He has some “attention-getters” that are labeled as follows:


-Unanswered Prayer / Silence


-A restless Spirit


-A Word from another person


-Unusual circumstances


-Disappointment


-Failure/Financial collapse/Tragedy/Sickness & Affliction

We need to pay close attention if we find ourselves dealing with any of these issues; He’s probably trying to get our attention.  He may be getting us ready to see a greater revelation of Himself – get ready!
Class three we talked about “Identifying the voice of God” and “Discerning God’s voice from others”.  We handed out a chart that listed the voices:

God – Satan – Ourselves

Under each voice were descriptions of what they can sound like and their tones.  We must identify the voice that we hear, because each voice wants all the glory.  

Then we talked about “Our Spiritual Mindset”.  Do we come to God with certain mindsets that determine our responses?  Could it be that we are often mentally and spiritually predetermined to select what we want to listen to and ignore what we need to hear?  Our mindsets can also affect our prayers.
Here are a few “Mindsets” that we discussed, plus we used Matthew 13:1-9 as our guide:

-A Closed Mind – A closed-minded person is one who decides what he is going to hear and what he is not going to hear.  He shuts his mind to anything that demands of him something he does not choose to give.


-A Cloudy Mind – They listen to the Word of God and get excited.  They trust the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior, they just want to praise Him and enjoy the thrill.  The problem is they don’t take the time to study Scripture and sink their roots into the Word of God; they are not attached to anything.  When storms come and heat up, they can’t take it, they’ve had it and can give it all up.

-A Cluttered Mind – The mind is full of yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  The mind is full of things; people, money, business, school, etc..  No room for the Word of God, and Satan will do all he can to detour our mind.


-A Committed Mind – This is a picture of fertile soil.  It has been cultivated, ready for the seed to penetrate and bear fruit.  It is a teachable mind.  This is the ‘mindset’ that we should desire.

*It is spiritually impossible to apply the Word week after week and remain the same.  As listeners with committed minds, we become productive, maturing children of God.

At Class five we moved into listening and obeying God’s voice.  I Kings 19 was used as an example for this teaching.  Elijah flees to Mt. Horeb and then the Lord finally appears to him weeks later.  This is a great example of how we are to be active in our listening and that we also have to be very patient.  What are we willing to do to hear Him?

We should approach the Lord:


-Expectantly


-Quietly


-Patiently


-Surrounded by His Word


-Humbly and Dependent on Him


-Alert and Attentive


-Grateful


-Reverently

We need to get in that place and wait expectantly with great faith to hear from Him.

What we do with what we hear is critical and listening and obeying go together.  Throughout the Old Testament we hear what the Prophets had to say to Israel.  Israel heard but did not obey.  Many of their trials were related to their lack of obedience.  In the same way we can have pain, hurt, and suffering in our lives as a result of our failure to respond obediently.  

Read the story of Jonah again and look at what his disobedience can do, not just to himself, but to others around him.  Watch the transformation of Jonah in the belly of the whale.  But listen to Jonah awhile later and we see a hardened heart - unbelievable!  God gave him a second chance, but he just can’t seem to change.  He remained prideful and jealous for his nation to have all the blessings of the Lord.  He has become insensitive to the things of God.  We need to be careful that we do not build a wall and separate ourselves from the ways of God.
Take a look at Matthew 7:24-27

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 

The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 

But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 

The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”
This is what a life looks like that hears the Lord and obeys!  We want to be like the wise man that hears and does obediently.  Obedience brings stability, security, and a groundedness in Him.
The work of obedience requires:


-Boldness – He calls us out


-Challenges us

-Takes us out of our ‘comfort zone’


-Moves us forward

-Teaches us.  As we listen and obey we learn.  We get feedback on whether we heard right.  An example would be a Word of Knowledge for someone.

A life that listens and obeys begins with knowledge of the Scriptures.  Absorbing the Word into our being; meditating and studying the Word.  We need to build our lives on the rock as the parable teaches, because storms are inevitable in our lives.  We cannot control the storms and they are going to come, but it is how we will weather the storms that’s important
When we hear and obey the Lord we have a ‘well-built life’ and we endure the storms, not only do we endure, but we give glory to the Lord and enrich the lives of others!

The last class we discussed discernment and prophecy.

We should yearn to hear God’s voice, to receive his guidance, and to do his will, but we also discover the ‘competing voices’ for our attention and this is where discernment is so important and needed.

His communication with us may seem like a thought to us or an idea or a realization.  Yet his communications have a different quality, and as we grow in the ability to discern, we come to recognize ‘His Voice’ more frequently.

Discernment involves making a choice!

The word “discern” itself means to exercise judgment. To distinguish something as being different from something else; to differentiate right from wrong, good from evil.
1.)  You must desire to do God’s will.  This means that this must be your fundamental choice in life.

2.)  You must be open to God at the moment of discerning.  This means that you must be completely open to accept any of the possible results of discerning.  If you are only interested in doing what you want to do, and are not open to other possibilities, then discernment is not possible.

3.)  You must know what God is like.

4.)  You must be a person who prays.

Once we’ve made these first few decisions, we need to take on a certain posture:

-Humble:  Humility involves knowing self (as good, but imperfect), an openness to be guided by God and others, and a readiness to follow that guidance.  A humble person is ready and willing to learn.

*Let me add something in here:  The evil one will always attack you at your weakest points, and so we must know our own weaknesses.  Being humble does not mean being weak.
With important decisions, we should always test our discernment by seeking the help of at least one other co-discerner.  


-Charity (The love of man toward his fellow men, lenient, regard for others):  A good discerner is slow to judge others, and is tolerant.  This allows for an openness to others which is essential for good discernment.


-Courage:  A good discerner needs to be ready to act boldly if necessary, and be prepared to take risks.  In particular, the discerner must be prepared to be wrong.

*It is important to realize that only YOU can discern for you!  No one else can discern for you.  You will never learn to discern if you expect others to tell you the answer.  This doesn’t mean that you should not seek help – you should, but the other person is only helping you to discern.

Two other points to watch out for during the discernment process:

Revelation:  A revelation, concerning choices, refers to just that – a revelation from God is that there is no doubt that God is speaking to you.  This happens, not often, but we may all have experienced this at one time in our lives.  This is not discernment.

Reasoning:  In this circumstance, God seems to be completely silent.  Great uncertainty exists here.  We must then collect all the facts and weigh the pros and cons of our choices.  We can even use our imagination (what would I advise someone who came to me with this same question?)  Imagine yourself on the pro side and on the con side of the choices.  But remember, this is not discernment either– it is a stage before discernment occurs.

From this, we must go to God in prayer. St. Ignatius of Loyola says that after we have come to our choice or choices by reasoning, “We must now turn with great diligence to prayer, and offer to God our choice that He may accept and confirm it if it is for His greater service and praise.”

Discernment:  St. Ignatius says that this is a time when “much light and understanding are derived through the experience of desolations and consolations, and the discernment of diverse spirits.”  
Let’s look at consolation and desolation with a few more quotes from St. Ignatius:
Consolation:  “The soul is aroused by an interior movement which causes it to be inflamed with love of its creator and Lord, and consequently can love no created thing on the face of the earth for its own sake, but only in the Creator of all things.”

Desolation:  In stark contrast to ‘consolation’, he defined desolation as the “darkness of the soul, turmoil of the mind, inclination to low and earthly things, restlessness resulting from many disturbances and temptations which lead to loss of faith, loss of hope, and loss of love.  It is also desolation when a soul finds itself completely apathetic, tepid, sad, and separated as it were, from its Creator and Lord.”
We can all identify with desolation.  There is a lack of peace, but it can be so strong there can be a real sense of darkness and a calling into question of our own commitment to God.  We feel discouragement, anger, or generally feeling sorry for oneself.

Remember that desolation is NEVER from God and it is not necessarily a bad sign and He uses it for our growth.  He may be correcting shortcomings and failures, it could be a new beginning in an important area for someone’s life.

If we find ourselves in desolation:

*Never make any changes, or any decision.  We can be tempted to follow the guidance and counsel of the evil spirits and we may never find the correct way to a right decision.
*Remember that God is with us!

*We must have patience, which can be contrary to the situation we might be in.

*Think ‘long-term’ (persevere in patience)

*I like this one – Starve desolation with increased Spirituality!  Insist on more prayer time and meditation.  Get to prayer meetings or Bible study – examine ourselves more frequently.

Paul’s advice from Ephesians 5:19-20, “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Philippians 1:9-11

“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ— to the glory and praise of God.”

Spiritual Protocol:
What do we do when we receive a prophetic word?

God is a god of order

1Cor14:33  “For God is not the author of confusion but of peace.”

1Cor14:40  “Let all things be done decently and in order.”

The prophetic word is a catalytic, powerful influence on a church but ministered incorrectly it can cause confusion and a church split

To understand the order needed we need to grasp spiritual authority.

As God’s servants we submit to His authority.  And as members of a church we submit to the leadership of the church.

Heb13:17 “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep watch over you as men who must give an account.  Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.”

The prophetic person who submits properly is at peace and feels protected.

Submission means dealing with personal PRIDE

The Parable of promotion:

Judges 9:8-15 The thorn bush expressed its desire to go beyond the realm that God had given it in nature.  It wanted to be promoted over all the other trees and to upset the natural order of all things around it.

What is our protocol at TCC for delivering words?

Personal prophecy- If you believe you have received a word for someone and you are young in your training of prophecy ask a leader or someone that knows the person you received the word for to review the word.  Then deliver it together if in agreement.

Corporate prophecy-  If it is more than a simple prophecy- is forth telling or a word of correction then submit the word to the prophetic team to have it reviewed and approved before it is given to the church.

In our congregation, prophecy is openly allowed during our service.  It should flow with the service and not be disruptive or out of line with what the Lord is doing in the service/worship.  If a word is given that is judged to be not biblical or out of order, a leader will approach the person privately to give instruction.

A prophet brings illumination and further specifics about that which has already been written.  And the Holy Spirit’s gift of prophecy through the saints is to bring edification, exhortation, and comfort to the Church (1 Cor. 14:3)
Isaiah 40:28-31
“Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no-one can fathom. 
He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 

Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 

but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
Thanks be to God!

