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Intro

· God has a funny way of working with me. 

· When I began thinking about teaching on service, the stuff he sent seemed like an odd fit.

· But then I remembered that I’m an odd bird, so I guess I shouldn’t be surprised.

· The G12 teacher’s guide lesson focused on St. Stephen as a model for service.

· But Father Robert urged me to be contemplative rather than doing my usual research project approach, so that’s what I did.

· God led me to the Old Testament and to the connection between service and sacrifice.

· Christ of course is our model for all things, and our model for service is the cross.

· Sacrifice on the cross.

· My talk is going to build on itself, and I therefore ask that you save comments and questions for the end. 

· I’m far from being an Old Testament scholar, and therefore appreciate the generosity of those of you who are.
Human Beings: Who are we?

Insects
· Recently someone I love very much described her view on religion. Her bottom line was that there is no God, and that humans are pretty much just overgrown insects which the world would probably be better off without.

· It amazes me that the ability to dream and create and love are valued so little. 

· Unfortunately I don’t think the view is all that uncommon.

· But what does God’s revealed word tell us about who we are?

God’s Image

· In contrast to the insect theory, we Christians know that we are made in the image of God. 

· We contain the divine spark. We are temples of the Holy Spirit. 

· I recently heard that Jerusalem is not a city with a temple in it, but a temple with a city built around it.

· You could probably also say that we are not bodies with a divine spark in them, but are images of the divine robed in flesh.

· We are the body of Christ. 

· My Old Testament readings have centered around Exodus and Leviticus this week, and the Tent of Meeting particular.

· As I’m sure you all know, the Ark of the Covenant in that first temple held a gold jar of manna. 

· Some of you may remember talking previously about the connection between the miracle of the manna in the desert and the miracle of the Eucharist.

· As temples of the Holy Spirit, and partakers of His body and blood in the form of the Eucharist, you and I are human tabernacles.

· I’ve been seeing images over the past few months, and wishing I was enough of an artist to turn them into something. 

· They all revolve around the presence of the Holy Spirit made visible.

· In one of the visions, I saw all of us gathered after a Sunday service, and from the center of each of us where the Eucharist rested came a glowing sunburst of light.

· It was as if we all contained a beautiful gold tabernacle, and the light of God’s love poured out from it.
· We are here tonight, readying to launch G12 groups in order to save souls. 

· Each of these souls is waiting to become the living tabernacles that we are now.

· What would the world be like if we converted all these empty temples into glowing tabernacles?

More on the Temple

Sacred Space: Holy and Beautiful
· Lets talk about that first tabernacle.

· Do you remember how detailed the instructions were for creating the Tent of Meeting and all it’s components?

· Materials included:

· Fine linen and blue, purple, and scarlet yarn

· Skins dyed red

· Special woods

· Spices for anointing oil and incense.

· Onyx and other gems

· gold, silver, and bronze

· Close your eyes for a minute and try to imagine this holy and beautiful place as I talk about it.

· At the entrance of the tent there is an embroidered screen held up by five golden pillars.

· We walk through the entrance, and as you look around, you see curtains and hangings of wonderful colors, embroidered with cherubim. 

· I can just imagine our Esther and Ruth hard at work embroidering them.

· The curtains which make up the walls are connected by loops and bronze clasps, so that they form a single unit all around the tabernacle.

· In the holy place, in front of the Holy of Holies, rests a golden incense altar.

· We of course can’t enter the holy of holies, so we will stay out in front of the curtain that separates and protects us.

· Though we can’t enter, we know that the ark within contains a golden jar of manna, the tablets, and Aaron’s staff.

· On one side of the room we see a table covered in gold, on which sit golden plates and dishes, flagons and bowls.

· Also on the table is the bread of presence; twelve fresh loaves, placed there each Sabbath to be consumed later by the priests.

· Nearby is a fantastic lamp stand with branches of flower buds and blossoms wrought of gold, holding seven lamps.

· It’s good that the lamps are lit because without them it would be hard to see. The tent is made in 3 layers; first of linen, then of goat hair, and finally ram’s skins dyed red.

· We look around at the workmanship, cleanliness, and order of this place, each hanging panel with the same number of loops, the proportions and distances all equal and straight.

· In the air you catch the lingering scent of specially formulated incense which is burned morning and evening.

· We turn to go back toward the entrance, and move outside into the court, where we see the bronze altar.

· Now open your eyes.

· How did you picture this first temple? 

· It was ordered and beautifully made, of only the highest quality materials, right?

· Pretty impressive huh? 

· It’s hard for me to think of myself as a temple, pristine and holy? 

· Is it hard for you to?

· But apparently we are. 

· We are temples of the Holy Spirit.

· We too are uniquely designed and crafted.

· God designed us just as carefully as he instructed Moses on how to build this first tabernacle.

· Even the hairs on our heads are numbered. 

· And it’s not just your head and mine, the saved heads. 

· But all heads. 

· Each individual head, unique in every way.

· Jesus didn’t tell us to love mankind as an abstract idea, a concept. 

· He told us to love our neighbor who is real and fleshly and probably a pain in the ear.

· Why? 

· Because they also can become the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

· Because God would have each soul become a tabernacle.

Sacred Space: Blood and Guts and Greasy Smoke
· But there is another side to the sacred space in the Tent of Meeting.

· A darker picture.

· Let’s go back to the court in front of the tabernacle. 

· Close your eyes again and imagine what –this- holy place was like.

· You are looking at the bronze altar, which represents God’s presence. 

· The altar is 7 feet square and 4 feet tall, and is the central item in the court. 

· It has a curving horn on each corner, and gridwork resting halfway down its center.

· The sons of Aaron acted as intercessors for the people, presenting and burning various kinds of offerings and sacrifices every day. 

· Offerings range from grains to birds, from goats to bulls.

· Sometimes the cooked offering of meat or bread is removed and consumed by the priests, just as we consume the host in the sacrifice of the Mass.

· At that time, blood was used for purification. 

· The sanctuary and all it’s furnishings became polluted by sin, and blood was used to purify the area.

· (In the same way, Christ’s blood in the Eucharist cleanses us, the new temple, from the pollution of our sin.)

· Even the altar itself needed to be purified. 

· For some types of sacrifice, blood was poured out at the base of the altar. 

· For other types of sacrifice, blood was dashed against all four sides.

· Blood was periodically wiped and sprinkled on the objects in the holy place, and on the priests.

· Sacrifices were a daily obligation, and there were also additional sacrifices on special feast days and for all kinds of sin.

· Given how many people there were in the camp, the priests are constantly killing animals, burning them, and dealing with carcasses, blood, and ashes.

· When a burnt offering was a bird, the crop was pulled out and thrown to the front of the altar, where the ashes collected.

· Can you picture the altar; smoke rising, blood dripping, a pile of ashes and gore in the front?

· The fat from sacrificed animals was particularly important.

· The sheep of the region have a large fatty section at the top of their tails.

· It was a prized piece, along with the fat from the organs and the rest of the body.

· Burning fat has an odor that is greasy and lingering.

· Do you know what mutton or lamb cooking smells like? 

· Well imagine the smell of roasting sheep fat.

· Then imagine how the smell changes when a whole rams head is added to the fire; horns, teeth, hair, and all, burning away. 

· These smells are said over and over again in the Old Testament to be “a pleasing odor to the Lord.”

· It’s hard to understand how this odor would be pleasing. 

· Imagine the overall smell of the place: the stink of animals dead, alive, and in between; of dung and greasy smoke and roasting grains and singed fur and frankincense.

· Let’s take one last look at the altar, and at the pile gathered at it’s front.

· You see ashes containing bone shards and bird entrails, resting on yesterday’s deluge of blood, and dripping from today’s.

· The ground around the whole courtyard is soaked in blood from all the animals that have been slaughtered.

· Now imagine Christ’s body on the cross; his beaten and broken flesh.

· Picture His blood poured out and pooled at the foot of the cross, the consummate altar of sacrifice, just as it was in that Old Covenant altar.

Which is it?

· Allright, let’s open our eyes.

· These are two very different pictures of the temple, aren’t they?

· Which is the true picture of the sacred space?

· Both, right?

· Which one is the true picture: Christ beaten and broken, or Christ resurrected?

· Both.

· Which are we, as human beings? 

· Are we lovely pristine tabernacles awaiting the presence of His body and divinity?

· Or are we meaty representations of death and sacrifice in the truest sense of the word?

· We are both. 

· In the Song of Songs, God tells us that we are all fair, all beautiful, and beloved. 

· How can that be?

· In the future, when we approach His throne, we will be perfected. 

· God sees us from outside time, and looks past the gore of our lives to what He knows us to be.

· The people we try to bring home to Christ will also be both. 

· It may be easier to see the blood and the guts and the flaws in these bodies. 

· Their fleshy connection to this world may be a distraction. 

· What we need to remember, to seek out, to envision, is the Holy of Holies within them; awaiting God’s infilling and indwelling.

· And we need to help them look through the greasy, smoky veil that prevents them from honoring the golden tabernacle, the unique design, the divine spark, the holiness that waits within.

About Sacrifice

· Let’s get back to the connection between service and sacrifice.

· As hard as it is to fathom, we have a God who requires the shedding of blood, the very death of His creatures, for atonement.

· Adam and Eve’s sin resulted in the first need for sacrifice; animals died in atonement for those first sinful actions, and then God clothed them with the skins.

· Just as Aaron’s sons received the skins of later sacrifices.

· Exodus 29:42 speaks of sacrifice, saying: It shall be a regular burnt offering throughout your generations.

· From Adam and Eve on, sacrifice was required. 

· Sacrifice IS still required.

· Sacrifice.

· I don’t know how to view this word in its common parlance anymore. 

· Sacrifice is not about giving money to the poor instead of buying a new TV. 

· That’s charity.

· Sacrifice is about death. 

· When we sin, something has to die. 

· God told us in very clear terms: Blood must be shed.

· As Christians, we are lucky indeed: We have Christ. 

· Christ shed his blood and died once—for all time. 

· But what of those who do not claim Christ’s blood?

· What might be taking place in our world for the atonement of those sinners?

· Could the blood of millions of unborn and all the other tragedies of our world be somehow connected to this absolute requirement for sacrifice?

· I don’t know.

· Quite frankly, I can’t understand how a God of love requires death for atonement. 

· It is a mystery.

· But this mystery is an integral part of why we are here tonight.

· To bring people under the covering of Christ’s blood, so that the atonement for them does not need to be made in other ways.

· The connections between the old and new covenants are huge and important. 

· They are puzzles to be uncovered that make a tremendous impact on what we believe it means to be a Christian, and what our impact is on the whole world.

About Service

· Believe it or not, this talk really is about the service Jesus asked of his disciples.

· He told us to feed his sheep, but he separated the lambs from the goats indicating that there –IS- a difference. 
· Jn 10:13 says that “He gathers his sheep, one by one, calling –EACH- by name”.
· He said that his sheep know their master’s voice.

· Matthew 11:15 follows with “He who has ears, let him hear.”
· In Matthew 10:40 he said “He who receives you receives me.” 

· Because these things are true, we don’t need to worry about saying the right thing or about having to convince someone to come to Christ. 

· If they have been called, if they are one of his sheep, they will recognize his voice in what we say.

· And they will come.

· The goats will self-select themselves out. 

· If they don’t recognize his voice they just don’t, and there is nothing we can do to make them hear it.

· But remember the blood.

· This is about more than just bringing souls to heaven, although that would be reason enough. 

· There is an impact on the very world itself with each soul who comes under the covering of Christ’s blood.

· As Christians we are called to act as the sons of Aaron did, re-presenting and re-presenting and re-presenting the sacrificial lamb for the salvation of God’s chosen but sinful people.

· Consuming and consuming and consuming the body and blood from the bloodless altar of the New Covenant.

· We are called to make more and more people into bearers of His body and blood, activating those golden, glorious tabernacles within each soul.

· We are called to make intercessors for the sins of the world.

· God gave us a model for service. 

· THE model of service: Christ on the cross.

· We –ARE- a holy priesthood.
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